
In healthcare, having a positive, life-changing impact on people who need it 

most isn’t just in the hands of doctors and nurses, but a wider team of multi-

skilled and passionate professionals. Introducing the Allied Health 

Professionals:

Find your future career

There’s more to a career in healthcare than you think…
More to be precise.

Take our quiz



What is an Allied Health Professional?
There are 14 different allied health professional (AHP) roles that have their own particular focus, 

encompassing the physical, emotional and psychological elements of wellbeing.

They are involved at all stages of their patients’ care – including assessment, diagnosis and treatment – with 

the aim of increasing their quality of life from birth right up to end-of-life.

AHPs work across a range of specific environments as part of a team of healthcare staff to provide a holistic 

approach to health and wellbeing.

What are the benefits of working as an AHP?
In addition to working alongside and supporting patients to live the fullest lives possible, there are many 

other benefits too:
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Intro

Rewarding and valued role in healthcare

Excellent pay with clear route for progression

Ability to step into a role straight after qualifying 

Opportunities to work in varied settings and with a range of patients

Opportunities to specialise and step into leadership, education or advanced practice 

Love the field you’re in because that’s so important in 
enjoying your role and future career
Ume Habiba, OT student



Drama Therapist
A drama therapist uses role play, movement and storytelling as a medium for psychological therapy to help 

people explore and solve personal and social problems. Drama therapists are enabled to explore a range of 

different issues and needs from autism and dementia to physical or sexual abuse and mental illness to 

develop psychological, emotional and social changes.

Developing a therapeutic relationship with the patient is 
essential, it allows you to work together 
collaboratively and for them to ask for the support 
they need
Kathryn Bradney, Occupational Therapist

Art Therapy
Art therapy is a form of psychotherapy used to help service users to explore a range of issues such as 

emotional, behavioural or mental health difficulties, learning or physical disabilities.

For example, as an art therapist, you could be working with people who have speech and language 

difficulties or with individuals that are recovering from an addiction. People of all ages, regardless of artistic 

experience, use art therapy as a form of communication and expression.
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Roles



Podiatrist
Podiatrists aim to increase people’s independence by helping them improve their mobility.

The role involves diagnosing, preventing and treating problems that affect the feet, ankles and lower legs. 

Some examples include infections, defects and injuries, along with foot and nail conditions.

Music Therapist
Music is used creatively to help service users to address social, emotional or physical difficulties

For example, you could be working alongside individuals with brain injuries, Alzheimer’s, mother’s in labour, 

children who have experienced emotional trauma, those affected by substance abuse and chronic pain.

Music therapy is used to facilitate service users to communicate via a shared musical experience and music 

making. Music therapists support service users and instil positive changes in their behaviour, 

communication and wellbeing.
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I love to connect with people and play music with others, 
and I like to feel that what I am doing for a living is 
worthwhile and that I am being of service to others
Seb Munday, Music Therapist

I get to help people from different age groups and 
different walks of life, and I like that kind of variety
James Forest, Podiatrist

Roles



Osteopath
Osteopaths assess, detect and treat individuals with several health problems by moving, stretching and 

massaging muscles and joints.

Osteopathy focuses on providing physical manipulation on bones, ligaments, muscles and connective 

tissues to improve wellbeing of an individual. Osteopaths work with several age groups (new-borns to older 

adults).

I particularly love learning how we can make such a 
difference to people's health and wellbeing in so many 
ways with the knowledge and skills acquired through 
study
Charlotte Lloyd, Dietitian

Prosthetists and Orthotists
Prosthetists use technology to create and provide protheses to replace limbs to help regain mobility and 

function.

Orthotists provide support, aids and advice to correct problems or deformities in nerves, bones and muscles.

Prosthetists and Orthotists work to transform the lives of service users to improve their ability to move freely. 

The aim is to treat service users with limb loss due to a wide range of conditions including diabetes, poor 

circulation, infection, trauma, cerebral palsy, and malignancies/tumours. They help people of all ages from 

children to adults and elderly.
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Roles



Speech and Language Therapist
A speech and language therapist (SALT) provides support for children and adults experiencing difficulty with 

speech, language, voice, communication, eating, drinking and swallowing.

Help service users with a variety of conditions such as, developmental speech and language difficulties, 

neurological conditions, earning difficulties, stammering, , swallowing difficulties, voice problems and mental 

health issues.

Dietitian
Dietitians interpret the science of nutrition to improve health and treat diseases/conditions by educating and 

giving practical, personalised advice to clients, patients, carers and colleagues

Dietitians are involved with diagnosing, assessing and treating dietary as well as nutritional issues. Dietitians 

aim to promote health awareness and prevent diseases in individuals.

Examples of individuals who dietitians work with include those with eating disorders, allergies, diabetes, 

digestive problems, oncology, along with people who may want to enhance their sports performance.
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My one key bit of advice to those thinking about 
studying to be a Dietitian? Be willing to try new things, 
think outside the box! Dietetics provides many 
transferable skills and the opportunity to work 
collaboratively
Vanessa Maynard, Dietitian

I applied for a master’s degree in Speech and Language 
Therapy which opened my eyes to the amazing, fulfilling, 
varied career path which would open so many doors for 
me
Ellen Baccino, SALT

Roles



Physiotherapist
A physiotherapist is a professional who aims to restore and improve movement and function when a person 

experiences injury, illness or disability to help them regain independence.  Physiotherapists work with a 

variety of age groups who experience a range of health conditions affecting: the brain, heart, lungs, bones, 

joints and soft tissues. The focus is to facilitate a person’s recovery through injury prevention, physical 

rehabilitation together with health and fitness.

Occupational Therapy
OT’s support individuals’ to restore their independence and to overcome barriers that prevent them from 

doing activities (occupations) that are important to them.

OT’s assess and treat individuals of all ages ranging from children, adults and elderly people experiencing 

difficulties during their daily routines due to mental and physical health conditions. OT’s work with the 

individual to develop goals based on what is meaningful for them and plan interventions to prevent further 

deterioration of difficulties they experience.
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Choosing Occupational Therapy has proven to be one of 
the best and most rewarding decisions I have ever made
Samira Bacha, OT

I want to extend the scope of what physiotherapists 
can do from a leadership perspective
Martin Welton, Physio

Roles



Diagnostic Radiography
A diagnostic radiographer uses the latest technology such as MRI, X-rays, CT scans and ultrasounds to look 

inside the patient’s body to help diagnose and understand the cause of their illness. They will then use this 

information to design treatment plans and advise and support recommendations.

Therapeutic Radiography
A therapeutic radiographer is a professional that uses radiotherapy to diagnose and care for cancer service 

users. Their main area of expertise is helping people who have cancer by using highly advanced technology 

to target and destroy cancer cells with radiation. Therapeutic radiographers are usually based in a hospital 

working with the oncology team and wider support services.
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If I can put a smile on a person’s face when they are 
facing one of their darkest moments then that is 
something I consider an achievement and I pride myself 
on being able to do this daily
Charlotte Martin, Therapeutic Radiographer 

The profession is exactly what I expected to be, fast 
paced, new technology being advanced, positively 
contributing to an individual’s quality of life and being 
able to explore different avenues in the profession such 
as CT, Ultrasound, MRI 
Imran Ulhaq, Diagnostic Radiographer

Roles



Paramedic
A paramedic provides advance levels of care in times of medical emergencies and traumatic situations. 

Most paramedics work in ambulances, specialist mobile units and emergency response vehicles but can 

work in other settings and roles.

With additional training, a paramedic can also work with an air ambulance crew.  The paramedics are usually 

on standby located at a local ambulance station and large hospitals.

Orthoptist
Orthoptists diagnose and treat problems affecting how eye structures develop and how the brain controls 

eye movements. Issues can involve the muscles around the eye, the nerves connecting the eye and the brain 

or the cells that make vision develop.

Orthoptists focus on improving and treating eye disorders and visual impairments such as double vision, 

reduced vision and squint. They also investigate neurological conditions like multiple sclerosis and 

Parkinson’s disease. Orthoptists work with a variety of age groups ranging from children to elderly.
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I believe that determined attitude; willingness to learn 
and making informed choices are what help to build a 
successful career
Rhiana Din, Orthoptist

Healthcare is an ever-evolving world, as is the role of a 
paramedic
Chris Harvey, Paramedic

Roles



How do I study to become an AHP and how long does it take?

I don’t plan on going to university or want to complete an 
apprenticeship, what are my other options?

Do I need to do a placement as part of the allied professional 
courses?

As well as registered AHP roles, there are also a range of assistant roles available within healthcare, such as 

Occupational Therapy Assistant, a Dietetic Assistant Practitioner or Technical Instructor. Training to become 

a registered AHP could be something to pursue in the future should you enter the profession as an assistant.

All AHP courses require clinical placements during the course. Generally a minimum of 800 – 1000 clinical 

hours spread over the years are required.

Clinical placement provides hand-on practical experience for students, which increase the confidence of 

practicing after qualification as an AHP. Each course will provide more details on what a placement will look 

like for your profession of interest.

F.A.Q’s
The requirements for each profession differ but generally most Allied Health Professionals completed an 

undergraduate University degree specific to their profession. There are new and developing routes in such as 

apprenticeships

Undergraduate degrees: Usually taking 3/4 years or Postgraduate degrees/Masters: Usually taking 2 years.

See here for approved courses: https://www.hcpc-uk.org/education/approved-programmes/

University: 

Apprenticeship: 
 Apprenticeships for AHPs are still fairly new but more and more are being developed.

Apprenticeships are currently available for Podiatry, Paramedics, Prosthetics and Orthotics, Occupational 

Therapy, Operating Department Practice, Physiotherapy and Dietetics.

See more information here: https://www.hee.nhs.uk/our-work/apprenticeships
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